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PEOPLE OF CANADA – A STUDY OF POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHY

-By Pippa Gammage and Anne Gillard

OVERVIEW:  

This E-STAT activity has students use the Census database to examine the current patterns of international immigration into different cities within the provinces and territories of Canada.  Through this activity, students will interpret census data, data tables and graphs, and develop an understanding of the cultural diversity that exists throughout Canada.

SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL AND SUBJECT:  

Grade 9 Geography of Canada, Academic

Unit – Human Systems

OBJECTIVES:  Students will…

-interpret census data

-analyze data tables and community profiles

-analyze and produce graphs

-develop an understanding of the cultural diversity the exists in Canada

-develop an understanding of the factors that impact the lives of recent immigrants to Canada

OUTCOMES:

-produce a portfolio that contains graphs, paragraphs describing factors that impact the lives of recent immigrants to Canada, and a community profile

OVERALL EXPECTATIONS:  (Ministry of Education, Ontario Curriculum)
-Geographic Foundations: Space and Systems - demonstrate an understanding of the regional diversity of Canada's natural systems (e.g. natural vegetation, climate zones) and human systems (e.g. transportation links, urban hierarchies)

-Global Connections: analyze connections between different parts of Canada, and between Canada and other countries (e.g. migration patterns)

SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS:  (Ministry of Education, Ontario Curriculum)

-Geographic Foundations: Space and Systems – a) identify patterns of migration within Canada, and between Canada and other countries, b) demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics of human systems (e.g. population)

-Understanding and Managing Change – demonstrate an understanding of the factors influencing demographics and migration in Canada

-Methods of Geographic Inquiry – select and use appropriate methods for displaying geographic data

VOCABULARY:

-net migration, immigration 

MATERIALS REQUIRED:

-Computers with Internet and E-STAT access

-Student Worksheets 1 and 2

-Canadian Statistics table “Immigrant population by place of birth, 2001Census” (available from http://www.statcan.ca/english/Pgdb/popula.htm#imm )

RESOURCES:

- Monica Boyd and Michael Vickers.  “100 Years of Immigration in Canada.”   

   Canadian Social Trends, August 2000.  (on E-STAT under Articles for the topic ‘Population and Demography’)  

-Statistics Canada website www.statcan.ca – Community Profiles, Canadian Statistics (both available from the top blue bar on most pages on this website) 

-E-STAT Census Database – http://estat.statcan.ca
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTIONS:

Students will need to be familiar with graphing skills and have experience using and navigating throughout the E-STAT and Statistics Canada Website.

Have students read The Canadian Social Trends article entitled “100 Years of Immigration in Canada” by Monica Boyd and Michael Vickers – Autumn, 2000. The article is fairly long.  We recommend students only read pages 9 – 12 for this activity.  Students will answer questions while reading the article.  These questions can be found on Student Worksheet 1.  The answers are also provided.

The culminating activity has students design a portfolio for an immigrant family who wants to move to Canada.  Students will pretend that they work for an immigration placement office in Canada.  Their job is to help immigrants chose a city in which they would like to settle in Canada.  

Have students select a country (which can be found in the E-STAT Census Database) that differs from Canada in regards to language and culture.  From that country, they will assume that a family of four will be moving to Canada.  The family has a couple of requests from the immigration office that the students will need to answer. The family wants to locate in a city where a large number of people from their country and ethnic origin live.  It will be the student’s job to determine which city in Canada fits this family’s request.  

Students will first need to find out what province the majority of people from this particular country have settled.  Then they will need to figure out which 3 cities within that province have the most people from that particular country.  Students will need to graph their results.  In one graph, students will show the top 3 provinces with regards to settlement of people from their country of choice.  In the second graph, students will show the three cities within the top provinces that have the most people from that country/ethnic origin.  In addition to the graphs students will need to write in a paragraph some of the challenges and benefits that people can expect when they first move to Canada.  

The E-STAT instructions for this activity can be found on Student Worksheet 2.  It provides the pathway students will require to find the appropriate data tables for this exercise.

After they have gathered the information, students will compile a portfolio that they would present to the family.  Included in this portfolio will be…… 

· A title page that provides the name of the specific city the students have located.  Students may also want to include some brief facts about the city (either learned previously in class, or found through Statistics Canada’s Community Profiles). 

· The two graphs that they have made and their research that lead them to their final conclusion. 

· The paragraph about the challenges new immigrants might expect when coming to Canada, as well as some of the benefits they will find. 

· The answer sheet to the reading questions.

Amount of time that should be designated for activity: 

76 minutes – Computer Lab 



114 minutes – In class time to work on portfolio

TOTAL TIME – 190 minutes

STUDENT ACTIVITY SHEETS:

-see Student Worksheet 1 and 2

SAMPLE OF STUDENTS’ PRODUCT:

-see “A Sample of Work Students Might Produce”

Student Worksheet 1

People of Canada – A Study of Population and Demography

Read pages 9-12 of The Canadian Social Trends article “100 Years of Immigration in Canada” found on E-STAT under Population and demography and answer the following questions.

URL for the article: http://estat.statcan.ca/content/english/articles/cst/cst-pop11.pdf 
1) In what year did the New Immigration Act come into effect? ______________

2) There were 2 regulations from the old immigration act that were placed into the new immigration act.  What were they?  _________________________________________________________________

3) What was one of the new regulations? __________________________________

4) Net migration represents how much of the population growth between 1986 and 1996? ___________.

5) In 1996 how much of Canada’s population was comprised of immigrants? ________

6) What are the 5 nations with the most immigrants to Canada between the years of 1991 to 1996?

________________________________________________________________

7) What are two of the factors that cause new immigrants to settle in large urban centres?

_____________________________________________________________

Student Worksheet 2

People of Canada – A Study of Population and Demography

You are employed by an immigration placement office.  Your job is to help people who are moving to Canada chose the city in which they would like to settle.  A family of four has requested your assistance.  You may decide which country the family is from, but it must differ from Canada in the way of language and culture, and you must be able to find it in the E-STAT Census Data Base.  

The family has two requests. 

A) Their first request is that they want to move to the city in Canada that the largest number of people from their country has immigrated to.  In order to provide your family with this information, you must locate the three top provinces in Canada that have the highest number of immigrants from their country of origin.  Once you have found this information, you must locate the 3 cities with the largest number of immigrants from their country of origin, within that province.  The information that you are providing them will help them decide the city in which they would like to settle.  

In order to effectively provide the family with this information, you must make 2 graphs.  The first graph will provide the family with the top three provinces and the number of immigrants from the country, and the second graph, the top three cities within that province.  

For example – The family that I am helping is coming from Portugal.  They want to know which 3 provinces in Canada have the largest number of Portuguese immigrants, and which city in that province with the highest number of Portuguese immigrants.  I will produce two graphs that display this information.  

E-STAT INSTRUCTIONS:

Choose the “Population and demography” link on the E-STAT page.  Click “Data” to select the tables. Then click on the “Ethnic origin” Census Database link.  Now you can select the 2001 Census Population (Provinces, Census Divisions, Municipalities) “2001 Citizenship, Immigration, Birthplace, Generation Status, Ethnic Origin, Visible Minorities and Aboriginal Peoples” link.  From this page, highlight “Canada, Provinces and Territories” from the Geography menu and highlight the “Total Responses, population by Ethnic Origin” bar related to your client’s ethnic origin, in the Characteristics menu.  View this data as a table. URL= http://statcan.ca/cgi-win/CNSMCGI.EXE
In order to determine the top three cities within the province, in the Geography drop-down menu on the same page scroll down and select the Census Subdivision option for the selected province; e.g. Ontario Census Subdivisions. Leave your Characteristics menu as is and View this data as a table. Turn on the radio button under the table labeled ‘Sort on data’. Then click on the icon ‘Table Area as Rows’. Now scroll down and select the cities with the 3 highest values for the selected ethnic origin.

You will also need to provide the family with the total number of people that have immigrated to your chosen province from the region of the world in which they are currently living.  This information can be found in the Canadian Statistics section of Statistics Canada’s web site (available from the top blue bar of each StatCan web page).  From this section find the table titled, “Immigrant population by place of birth, 2001 Census, provinces and territories” (found under the Population section and the Immigrant population sub-section).

B)  The second request from the family is that they would like to know the challenges they may face when they come to Canada.  This information can be found in the article “100 years of immigration in Canada”.  In addition to the challenges this family may face, you also will want to include a list of several reasons this family may want to settle in Canada.  

Once you have gathered the information for the family, you need to compile it into a portfolio. In this portfolio you must include:

· A title page that provides the name of the specific city that you have located for the family.  On the title page you need to include some specific facts about the city  These can be points you have learned in class or information that you find on Statistics Canada’s Community Profiles (available from the top blue bar of each StatCan web page). 

· The two graphs that you have made and your research that lead you to your final conclusion. 

· The paragraph about the challenges new immigrants might expect when coming to Canada, as well as some of the benefits they experience. 

· The answer sheet to the reading questions

SAMPLE OF WORK STUDENTS MIGHT PRODUCE:

Based on 1996 Census Data

Top Three Provinces with the Largest Number of Portuguese Immigrants

British Columbia – 28,135 Portuguese Immigrants

Ontario – 231,850 Portuguese Immigrants

Quebec – 47,130 Portuguese Immigrants
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Total Number of Northern and Western European Immigrants living in Ontario = 235, 135 

Top 3 Cities within Ontario with the Highest Number of Portuguese Immigrants

Toronto – 53,655 Portuguese Immigrants

Mississauga – 28,175 Portuguese Immigrants

Brampton – 16,360 Portuguese Immigrants
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What Immigrants to Canada Can Experience

Immigrants to Canada can face many difficulties.  One of the problems that new people coming to Canada can face is trouble finding work. Learning a new language can also be very difficult.  Other problems that new immigrants might face include problems with the education system, and how to obtain medical care.  The laws in Canada may be different from the country from which they just came. Immigrants may have to take jobs that they are over qualified for, and earn a lower income than what they are use to.  Another problem may be that they find themselves unemployed for a period of time while they are looking for work.

While the struggles may be difficult at times, Canada is a great place to live.  We have a great education system.  There is great health care.  Most big cities are surrounded by lots of open space, so it is easy to leave the city for a while.  Another great thing about Canada is that people are free to believe whatever they want.  You can practise whatever religion you want.  Canada is a country that celebrates diversity.  





Toronto is located in Southern Ontario.  It is the Capital of Ontario.  It is home to over 3 million people.  It has the largest Portuguese community in Canada – with over 25,000 people living in the Greater Toronto Area.  It offers a thriving economy, a lot of schools, three universities, and many medical centres.  It has everything that a new family to Canada could ever need.

PEOPLE OF CANADA: WORK SHEET 1 - Answers

Questions to “100 years of Immigration in Canada”

1) In what year did the New Immigration Act come into effect?  1978          

2) There were 2 regulations from the old immigration act that were placed into the new immigration act.  What were they?  

Family Reunification and Economic Contribution

3) What was one of the new regulations?  Humanitarian Grounds
4) Net migration represents how much of the population growth between 1986 and 1996? Half of  the population growth
5) In 1996 how much of Canada’s population was comprised of Immigrants? 17%
6) What are the 5 top nations who immigrated to Canada between the years of 1991 to 1996? Hong Kong, China, India, Philippines, and Sri Lanka 

7) What are two of the factors that cause new immigrants to settle in large urban centres? Economic opportunities and the presence of immigrants from the same country or religion.
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