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Canadian classrooms are made up of many different races, and cultures.  Teachers have students who have recently immigrated to Canada, students who are first generation Canadians, and students whose ancestors settled in Canada hundreds of years ago.  “People of Canada” was created to allow students to gain insight into some of the problems new families to Canada may experience.  

This lesson plan was created for the Grade 9 Geography of Canada academic and applied courses.  A number of overall and specific expectations from the Ontario curriculum are met by the performance task and reading activity included in this assignment.  These expectations include the demonstration of an understanding of Canada’s regional diversity in terms of human and natural systems, identifying patterns of migration between Canada and other countries, and demonstrating an understanding of factors influencing demographics and migration in Canada.  “People of Canada” can be used for any class (with appropriate modifications) wishing to learn about immigration to Canada, regional immigration patterns, and Canada’s cultural diversity.

“People of Canada” introduces students to Estat.  While completing this project they will need to utilize the Estat Census database, Canadian statistics tables, and Statistics Canada Community Profiles.  By doing this, it is hoped that students will develop an understanding of the cultural diversity that exists within Canada and the factors that impact the lives of recent immigrants to Canada.  The lesson also aims to develop students’ skills in interpreting data, graphs, and tables.  Students will explore specific Estat and Statistics Canada resources in order to examine the recent patterns of international immigration into different cities within Canada’s provinces and territories.   In addition to learning skills needed to proceed in Geography, students also have the opportunity to refine individual literacy skills.  Included in the activity is an article entitled   “100 Years of Immigration in Canada” by Monica Boyd and Michael Vickers - Autumn 2000.  Students read the article, and not only use the information to answer a series of questions, but they must also pick out any relevant information that they feel would help a new family coming to Canada. 

The culminating activity for this lesson is the creation of a Portfolio.  Students are asked to assume the role of someone employed at an immigration placement office. Students select a country (which can be found in the E-stat Census Database) that differs from Canada in regards to language and culture.  Using this country, they will assume that a family of four will be moving from there to Canada.  The family has a number of requests from the immigration office that the students will need to answer. The family wants to locate in a city where a large number of people from their country and ethnic origin live.  It will be the student’s job to determine which city in Canada fits this family’s request.  

In order to provide the family quality information, the student must locate the three top provinces in Canada that have the highest number of immigrants from the country of origin.  Once that information is found, the student must locate the 3 cities with the largest number of immigrants from their country of origin, within that province. In order to effectively provide the family with this information, the student will be required to make 2 graphs.  The first graph will provide the family with the top three provinces and the number of immigrants from the country, and the second graph, the top three cities within that province.  Once this information has been obtained, students will compile the information for their portfolio.  Included in this portfolio will be the following…..

· A title page that provides the name of the specific city the students have located.  Students may also want to include some brief facts about the city (either learned previously in class, or found through E-stat’s Community Profiles). 

· The two graphs that they have made and their research that lead them to their final conclusion. 

· A paragraph about the challenges new immigrants might expect when coming to Canada, as well as some of the benefits they will find. 

· The answer sheet to the reading questions

This lesson is versatile enough to be used at the beginning, middle, or end of an immigration unit.  Some other activities that teachers may use to introduce, or follow up with immigration are the introduction of push and pull factors, an examination of immigration policy, and a comparison lesson about immigration past, and present.

The enduring understanding we wish students take away from this lesson is an appreciation of the various factors impacting the lives of recent immigrants to Canada, and an appreciation for the numerous cultures and ethnic groups represented in Canada.  We believe this lesson will engage students by providing them with hands-on, authentic learning tasks. This lesson gives students the opportunity to learn research skills, and explore data, in a system that they might not otherwise use.  Students learn better when they are able to relate things to real life situations, schools located in large urban centers will particularly benefit from an activity such as this because of the diverse nature of the classroom.  
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