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Abstract

Main Query 

Are the educational resources provided by Statistics Canada useful to educators, and are they relevant to the BC provincial curriculum?

Project Objectives

My goals for this project were to research and report on the types of Statistics Canada educational resources used by BC educators at the elementary and secondary levels, links between these resources and their provincial curriculum, and suggestions for enhancing the website.  I also wished to become familiar with the BC curriculum (as a student in the Faculty of Education at Queen’s University, we are trained only with the Ontario education system).  These objectives would be achieved by obtaining feedback from BC educators in addition to my own perceptions of the educational materials following training sessions at Statistics Canada.  

.  

Literature Review

No traditional “literature review” was undertaken during this project, but online and print educational resources offered through Statistics Canada were examined, primarily those accessed through the Learning Resources component of the federal website, for e.g. the 2000, 2002, and 2003 editions of Human Activity and the Environment; E-STAT; The Daily; Community Profiles; Canadian Statistics; Canada E-Book; and Teacher’s Kit resources.  The Canada at a Glance booklet was also reviewed.

Methodology

This project was carried out during a three-week education practicum held at the Vancouver office of Statistics Canada, under the mentorship of Education Consultant Marion Smith.  At the start of my practicum, I became familiar with Statistics Canada’s educational resources through guided and self-directed training sessions.  I then developed a questionnaire based on information both M. Smith and I were interested in obtaining, and sent it to BC educators who had already indicated their interest in providing input on Statistics Canada’s educational resources.  During the time when participants were filling out their responses, I continued to receive training.  I also interviewed three questionnaire participants who worked locally, plus researched the BC secondary science curriculum.  I then created a table that matched relevant online resources to the prescribed learning outcomes (“expectations”) for science courses in the BC secondary curriculum.  Following the completion of my practicum, I compiled the questionnaire responses into a final report that also included my own perceptions of the resources.  My final report was submitted to Statistics Canada and interested questionnaire respondents, and will be discussed during practicum presentations with my Queen’s peers.

Conclusions

Statistics Canada has a niche in Canadian education system, and can continue to play a positive role in providing educators at all levels with current Canadian data.  Because Statistics Canada competes with other organizations and institutions that also provide outreach material, the department must pay heed to what its users are saying – the search engine is awkward, retrieving data is a slow multi-stepped process, and the online resources have a steep learning curve.  Teachers do not have a lot of time to search the database on their own, or much professional development time to attend workshops to learn the complexities of the Learning Resources section of the Statistics Canada website.  This section must be easy and quick to navigate, and provide non-technical and succinct instructions in order to cater to those people it is trying to reach.  

As a federal department, Statistics Canada has a respected reputation, and educators will choose it over more standard classroom resources if given the opportunity and experience to use it.  More exposure to Statistics Canada is required to successfully reach educators using the current online resources.  Therefore, workshops should continue to be offered to educators at the pre-service teaching level, and to those already working in the profession.  With few regional and capital Statistics Canada outreach representatives and a frozen budget, the opportunities to liaise are limited.  Providing free access to Learning Resources to educational institutions has raised the profile of an already reputable organization, and lowered the age of people familiar with Statistics Canada and its web site.  Growth of the outreach program would continue to expand the use of Learning Resources by the national and international educational communities.  Statistics Canada offers a wealth of information that is currently underused by an educational community short on funds.  With website revisions, greater exposure of educators to Statistics Canada, and continued dedication to providing relevant teaching materials, the website has the ability to develop into a popular one-stop resource for all levels of education.

Statement of Significance

As a result of this report, Statistics Canada has concrete suggestions for improvements to their website that were recommended by teachers currently practicing.  They also have suggestions for additions of data, activities, and lesson plans that BC educators have specifically requested for immediate use in their classrooms.  A small number of requests are local in nature, but the vast majority would be relevant to teachers across the country, which is important for a department that has a federal mandate.  

A different, but related component of this overall project was the creation of a six-page document that shows which Statistics Canada resources could be used to meet specific secondary science course expectations in BC.  The document can be handed out to teachers as a quick tool for their lesson and unit planning.  Through its creation, I have become aware of the powerful database that Statistics Canada produces and promotes to the online educational community.  I will be able to return to Queen’s University to present my suggestions of Statistics Canada classroom resources to other pre-service teachers when I report on my practicum experience.




